Heat, by producing inordinate irritation exhausts the irritable matter, consequently the subsequent irritation even from the ordinary stimuli will be less than usual, and only slowly recover itself?hence inflammation, &c. On the contrary cold, which is nothing more than the absence of caloric, is a defect of the accustomed stimulus, and therefore gives rise to an accumulation of irritable matter, and irritability; which is followed by a greater than usual irritation from no more than the ordinary stimuli. Of the two conditions then necessary to produce a disease, cold may be said to operate in general by increasing the susceptibility, and heat always by increasing the stimulus: but the ultimate action of both is the same; disease resulting as much from the increase of one as of the other. Our author inclines to the first of these opinions, and in the main we coincide with him. Our knowledge of the laws of contagion is however still too imperfect to enable us to dogmatise, or form any exclusive opinions on the subject. _ Dr. Fletcher's advocacy of the doctrine of irritation and sympathy leads him to the conclusion, that it is not necessary that the contagious miasms be absorbed into the system to produce their effect. ' We have," he says," no evidence whatever that such miasms ever require to ue absorbed into the blood to produce their effect. Nay it is not improbable that such an absorption, if it really took place, would rather diminish than increase Nor with respect to the functional diseases is the difficulty greater. In the case of insanity it acts obviously on the vessels of the brain, so as to produce irregular circulation; and it is still through the brain, in all probability, in the case of syncope in which the heart principally suffers, in delirium tremens and nervous apoplexy, which involves both the mental faculties and the voluntary motions, and in that of epilepsy which involves the latter only. ' 
